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Student Name:_________________________________




 Date:_________​​​_____________

 Mrs. Furgione’s Quarter 2 Civics Study Guide
In completing this study guide, you will need to draw on your knowledge from throughout the first and second nine weeks.  You may even have to research topics you do not remember all that well. Be sure to check off the study list provided as you go. 
Your Study Checklist- Upon completion, you should be able to….

	Check

(X)
	NGSSS Explained

	
	Identify how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution.

	
	Interpret the intentions of the Preamble of the Constitution

	
	Describe how the Constitution limits the powers of government through separation of powers and checks and balances.

	
	Explain the viewpoints of the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists regarding the ratification of the Constitution and inclusion of a bill of rights.

	
	Review Rule of Law

	
	Evaluate rights contained in the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution.

	
	Illustrate the structure and function (three branches of government established in Articles I,II and III with corresponding powers) of government in the United States as established in the Constitution.

	
	Explain the Constitutional Amendment process

	
	Evaluate Constitutional rights and their impact on individuals and society.

	
	Analyze the impact of the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th and 26th amendments on participation of minority groups in the American political process.

	
	Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. (Minus Judicial for this test)

	
	Illustrate the lawmaking process.


I. The Articles of Confederation (Chapter 5)
	Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government:

	Articles of Confederation
	

	Constitution
	

	Bicameral
	

	Ratify
	

	Ordinance of 1785 
	

	Northwest Ordinance
	

	Shay’s Rebellion
	

	The Constitutional Convention
	

	The Virginia Plan
	

	The New Jersey Plan
	

	Great Compromise
	

	Three Fifths Compromise
	

	Electoral College
	

	Federalist
	

	Anti-Federalist 
	


	The Articles of Confederation

	How was the government set up under the Articles of Confederation?
	

	What powers did the federal government have under the Articles of Confederation?
	

	What weaknesses were created/arose as a result of the Articles of Confederation?
	

	Why was it difficult to pass laws under the Articles of Confederation?
	

	What issue did the Three-Fifths Compromise solve?
	

	Describe the views of the Federalists. How did they feel about ratifying the Constitution?
	

	Describe the views of the Anti-Federalists. How did they feel about ratifying the Constitution?
	

	What was the purpose of the Federalist Papers?
	

	How did the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the Constitution?
	


II. The Constitution (Chapter 5)
	Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government:

	Ordain
	

	Precedent
	

	Rule of Law


	

	Equal
	

	Segregation
	

	Rights
	

	Civil
	

	ex post- facto
	

	Habeas corpus
	

	States’ rights
	

	Double jeopardy
	

	Due Process
	

	Eminent-domain 
	

	Search and seizure 
	

	Suffrage
	

	Gideon v Wainwright
	

	Miranda v Arizona
	

	Tinker v Des Moines
	

	Hazelwood v Kuhlmeier
	


	The Constitution

	What was the Constitutional Convention?  Who was there? 


	

	Why was the Constitution written?
	

	What were the intentions of the Founding Fathers in regards to the writing of the Constitution?
	

	What was the argument between the Anti-Federalist and the Federalist?  How did their viewpoints shape the writing of the Constitution?


	

	What is the purpose and meaning of the Preamble to the US Constitution?
	

	What does Article I of the US Constitution state?  Describe its meaning and content.


	

	What does Article II of the US Constitution state?  Describe its meaning and content.


	

	What does Article III of the US Constitution state?  Describe its meaning and content.


	

	What do Articles IV-VII of the US Constitution state?  Describe its meaning and content.
	


III. The Bill of Rights (Chapter 6)
	The Bill of Rights

Directions:  Write out each Amendment to the Bill of Rights.  Following, describe what each amendment means and how it relates to events leading up to the revolution.

	Amendment I
	

	Amendment II


	

	Amendment III


	

	Amendment IV


	

	Amendment V


	

	Amendment VI


	

	Amendment VII


	

	Amendment VIII


	

	Amendment IX


	

	Amendment X


	


IV. Amending (Changing) the Constitution


	Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government:

	Amend
	

	Ratify
	

	Suffrage


	

	Caucus
	

	Civil disobedience
	

	Poll Tax
	

	Black Codes
	

	Segregation
	

	Accused
	

	Plessy v Ferguson
	

	Brown v Board of Education
	


	Amending the Constitution

	What is the process/steps to amend the US Constitution?  
	

	What were the 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th, and 26th amendments and how did they impact/influence the landscape of the United States?
	· Amendment 13:

· Amendment 14:

· Amendment 15:

· Amendment 19:

· Amendment 24:

· Amendment 26:




V.  The Federal Government: The Legislative Branch( Chapter 7)
	Vocabulary Review - Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government:

	1. Debate
	

	2. Vote
	

	3. Bill
	

	4. Law
	

	5. Veto
	

	6. Bicameral
	

	7. Congress
	

	8. Senate
	

	9. House of Representatives
	

	10. Speaker of the House
	

	11. President Pro Tempore
	

	12. Cloture 
	


	Structure of Congress

	1. How is the legislative branch structured (explain the “two-house” system).
	

	2. What are the requirements to become a Senator in the United States?
	

	3. What is the length of a term for a senator? How many terms can they serve?
	

	4. What are the requirements to become a Congressman in the United States?
	

	5. What is the length of a term for a congressman? How many terms can they serve?
	

	6. How many members are in Congress combined? In House of Representative? In the Senate?  
	

	7. How is the number of representatives/senators determined?
	

	8. Who is the leader of the House of Representatives?  The leader of the Senate? The active leader of the senate?
	


	The Powers and Roles of Congress

	1. What are the important powers of Congress (The Legislative Branch)?
	

	2. Where does Congress get its power (Hint: US Constitution)
	

	3. How does a bill become a law (LIST THE STEPS EXPLICILTY) 
	


VI. The Federal Government: The Executive Branch (Chapter 8)
	Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government:

	1. President
	

	2. Executive
	

	3. Cabinet
	

	4. Pardon
	

	5. Impeach
	

	6. Commander-in-Chief
	

	7. Chief Diplomat
	

	8. Legislator
	

	9. Chief Executive
	

	10. Party Leader
	

	11. Head of State
	


	The Powers and Roles of the President

	1. What are the requirements for a person to become the President?
	

	2. How long is a presidential term in office?  Hoe many terms/years can a president serve?  Why?
	

	3. What are some powers of the president/executive branch?
	

	4. How do checks and balances limit the president’s powers?
	

	5. What is the relationship between the Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch?
	

	6. If the president dies, what is the line of succession (first 4 people)?  Where is the succession described (HINT: Look in the Constitution.)
	

	7. What are the roles of the president?  What does each “role/hat” entail?
	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.



	8. What is the Electoral College and how does it help decide the presidency?
	


VII. Potpourri:  Items from throughout the year that you should really know ;)


Checks and Balances Chart Directions: Various governmental powers are listed below. Identify the branch doing the checking and the branch being checked. More than one answer is possible per section. 
	Power
	Which Branch Has The Power?
	Which Branch's Power is Being Checked?
(Could be more than one)

	 1) Create and pass legislation.  
 
	
	

	2) Veto bills.  

 
	
	

	3) Ratify treaties.  

 
	
	

	4) Appoint Federal judges.  

 
	
	

	5) Impeachment of federal officials.
 
	
	

	6) Confirm the appointment of presidential appointments.
 
	
	

	7) Declare laws unconstitutional.  

 
	
	

	8) Override Presidential Vetoes.  

 
	
	

	9) Judges are appointed for life.  

 
	
	

	10) Controls appropriations of money.
	
	


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Academic Vocabulary to assist students with testing language:
Oblige, administered, originate, census, increase, decrease, hostile, harbor (keep/protect, not Boston Harbor), regarded, essential
In studying for the Semester Final Exam, be sure to utilize all the resources available: the My Reflections books, www.mrsfurgione.weebly.com , www.iCivics.org, and the resources created throughout the class. Think back to your projects and review previous tests.
